Geology Vocabulary List 

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition

	1. Mineralogy


	The study of minerals, their properties, crystal structure, and classification.

	2. Ferromagnesian Silicate


	Any silicate mineral that contains iron, magnesium, or both.



	3. Nonferromagnesian Silicate


	A silicate mineral that has no iron or magnesium.



	4. Carbonate mineral


	A mineral with the carbonate (CO3-2) anion.


	5. Luster


	Describes the appearance of a mineral in reflected light.



	6. Cleavage


	Tendancy of a mineral to break along smooth, predictable surfaces (indicating the internal planes of weakness)



	7. Fracture


	Mineral breakage along rough, irregular surfaces.



	8. Hardness
	Describes a mineral’s resistance to being scratched.



	9. Specific gravity


	The ratio of a substance’s weight to an equal volume of water at 4°C



	10. Density


	The mass of an object per unit volume



	11. Rock forming minerals


	Any mineral common in rocks that is important in their identification and classification.



	12. Resource


	A concentration of naturally occurring material in or on the Earth’s crust in a form and amount that make its extraction possible and an economic commodity.



	13. Reserve


	The part of a resource base that can be extracted economically













